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Per-Mile Transportation Tax A Very Bad Idea 
On November 15, California’s new DMV Director floated the idea of taxing California’s motorists based on 
how many miles they drive each year instead of the current flat gas tax.  The mileage would be determined 
by tracking devices placed in their cars.  This was one of the multitude of recommendations contained in the 
Governor’s California Performance Review, and is among the worst.   
 

Although on its face, it may seem that people who drive the most and place the greatest burden on our 
highways and transportation infrastructure should pay the highest share, it makes no sense.  People who 
drive fuel-efficient, less polluting cars would have exactly the same tax burden as people driving huge gas 
guzzlers.  Simply put, people who drive the heavier, more polluting cars would potentially save money while 
the more fuel-efficient drivers would pay more than they do today.  And allowing the government to track 
Californians’ movements everywhere they drive is a totally unacceptable Big Brother-type intrusion that I will 
fight.  Invading our privacy and providing a disincentive for people to drive clean-air vehicles would be a 
terrible U-turn in public policy.  This one belongs in the scrap heap. 
 

Automakers Fight Clean Air Vehicle Emissions 
Unfortunately, but as expected, a number of American and foreign automakers have just filed suit to try and 
overturn the tailpipe emissions standards adopted by the California Air Resources Board pursuant to my 
landmark global warming bill, AB 1493.  I’m disappointed that the auto manufacturers are headed for the 
lawyers’ offices instead of putting their energies into producing the clean cars and trucks that Californians 
are demanding.   
 

81% of Californians polled this 
summer support these new 
clean air standards.  It’s ironic 
that the lawsuit was filed in 
Fresno, where one in every 
seven children carries an 
asthma inhaler to school.  In 
the meantime, other states that 
have adopted or are in the 
process of adopting California 
rules include Connecticut, New 
Jersey, New York, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
and Vermont.  Canada is 
considering adopting our 
regulations as their national 
standard. Members of their 
Parliament are planning a visit 
to our State Capitol in mid-
January to learn more about 
California’s efforts. 
 

California EPA Gets New Director 
With the appointment of Terry Tamminen, former Secretary of the California Environmental Protection 
Agency (CalEPA) as Governor Schwarzenegger’s new Cabinet Secretary, Alan Lloyd, Ph.D. and Chair of 
the California Air Resources Board (CARB), has been appointed to fill the CalEPA vacancy.  Dr. Lloyd has 
been an exceptional member of the CARB, and was of immense help to me when the CARB was drafting 
and adopted the regulations to implement AB 1493.  I know that he will be a great leader of CalEPA, and I 
very much look forward to continuing to work with him in his new position.  Congratulations, Alan! 
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Cleaner School Buses A Very Good Idea 
$14 million in clean air funds have just been released to replace and retrofit dirty diesel-fueled school buses.   
$11.5 million comes from the South Coast AQMD Chairman’s School Bus Initiative, and the balance from 
the state’s Lower Emission School Bus Program and USEPA.  This funding will be used to purchase 70 new 
compressed natural gas school buses, and to retrofit 830 existing diesel buses. 
 

The USEPA states that diesel exhaust can cause lung damage, respiratory problems, worsen asthma, and 
may cause cancer.  A 2001 report released by the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Coalition for 
Clean Air showed that children who ride a diesel school bus may be exposed to up to four times more toxic 
diesel exhaust than someone traveling in a car directly in front of it.  The excess exhaust levels on the 
buses were found to be more than eight times the average levels found in the ambient air in California, and 
23 to 46 times higher than levels considered to be a significant cancer risk according to the USEPA and 
Federal guidelines.  These funds will now allow Southern California schools to start cleaning up their bus 
fleets, which means greater protection for the health of the children riding inside them. 
 

UCLA Meeting 
Related to this, I met with a variety of professors at the UCLA Institute of the Environment just a couple of 
weeks ago.  Dr. Arthur Weiner suggested that until all school buses are converted to clean-burning fuels, 
school districts prioritize the retrofits with consideration of which buses are traveling the longest distances to 
school and thus have the longest period of exposure for the children.  Included in the group were 
California’s former Secretary of Resources, Mary Nichols, now Director of the Institute of the Environment at 
UCLA; Madelyn Glickfeld, Adjunct Professor at the Institute of the Environment; and with a variety of faculty 
and graduate students.  The discussion included various air and water quality issues, climate change, and 
the role of the University of California system as a source of scientific information for legislators. 
 

Santa Monica Receives Major Restoration Grant 
Located at 415 Pacific Coast Highway in Santa Monica, the 
State owns a historic property that was once a magnificent 
ocean-front compound owned by Marion Davies, actress 
and long-time companion of William Randolph Hearst. 
According to State Parks Director Ruth Coleman, the 
Annenberg Foundation has now offered the State and City a 
grant of up to $25 million to repair and restore the facility.  
This exciting re-use calls for creation of community open 
spaces, a banquet center, visitor center, concession stands, 
and beach café.  The City will operate it under a long-term 
lease from State Parks.  When I took office in 2000 (and the 
state budget was still in surplus), I was able to get a 
$500,000 grant for Santa Monica to start the planning 
process.  I’m thrilled that this project is moving forward! 
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BHP/Cabrillo Port LNG Comment Deadline Nears 
Following two public meetings in the City of Oxnard and one in the City of Malibu, the period for the public to 
comment on the Environmental Impact Statement/Report (EIS/EIR) is about to end on Monday, December 
20.  Because this offshore floating LNG platform is the first of its kind, I am concerned that the public has an 
ample opportunity to review and comment on the very complex and lengthy EIS/EIR.  For this reason, I 
have sent a letter to the state and Federal agencies, requesting that the public comment period either be 
suspended for a period, or, at a minimum, extended for an additional 60 days. 
 

Sales and Use Tax Amnesty Program 
Everyone makes mistakes, but here’s a chance to correct them if you or somebody you know did not 
properly report sales or use taxes in the past.  As a result of legislation that I supported, the State Board of 
Equalization is offering a tax amnesty program which can avoid significant penalty charges and possible 
criminal prosecution.  You must file an application and required returns, and pay the overdue taxes and 
interest in full.  Installment payments can be arranged.  The application period is from February 1, 2005 to 
March 31, 2005 for tax reporting periods that began prior to January 1, 2003. 
 

For more information, you can visit the Board of Equalization’s website at www.boe.ca.gov, or my District 
Office has a helpful pdf file from the Board of Equalization that can be e-mailed to you on request. 
 

Update – Hybrids in the HOV Lanes 
I’m getting inquiries from Californians all over the 
state who either own or contemplate purchasing a 
hybrid vehicle as to when they can begin to drive 
their hybrids in HOV (carpool) lanes without having 
passengers, pursuant to my bill, AB 2628.  This bill 
was signed into law and is effective January 1, 
2005.  However, the new law states that California 
must receive federal approval to allow single-
occupant hybrids in HOV lanes before the law can 
be implemented.  Federal law currently prohibits 
single-occupant vehicles, other than electric and 
natural gas cars, from using HOV lanes.  Legislation 
has already been introduced in Congress to grant 
California the needed approval, and the DMV has 
indicated that they are ready to start the process of 
issuing decals to qualifying hybrids as soon as that 
approval has been received.   

 
New Law Promotes Access to Free Credit Reports  
Thanks to a new federal law effective December 1, consumers can now request free credit reports from 
each of the three nationwide consumer reporting companies once every 12 months.  This can be done 
either: 

• On-line at www.annualcreditreport.com 
• By calling the Annual Credit Reports Request Service toll free at 1-877-322-8228, or 
• By completing the Annual Credit Report Request Form, available on-line at www.ftc.gov/credit, and 

mailing it to: Annual Credit Report Request Service, P. O. Box 105281, Atlanta, GA  30348-5281. 
 

Identity theft and privacy experts all recommend that consumers review their credit report annually to be 
sure that all the information reported in your name is accurate.   
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Free Health Insurance for California Students 
Here are three helpful links to websites that schools can utilize to get free health insurance coverage for 
their students: 
 

• www.100percentcampaign.org 
The 100% Campaign, a collaborative effort of Children Now, Children’s Defense Fund, and The 
Children’s Partnership, with primary funding from The California Endowment, has programs for low-
income children, including Express Lane Eligibility, Child Health and Disability Prevention, and Linking 
Child Care and Health Care. 
 

• www.lacare.org 
L.A. Care Health Plan is a non-profit HMO serving L.A. County residents who participate in the Medi-Cal 
and Healthy Families programs.  They also administer the Healthy Kids program. 
 

• www.healthykidsproject.org 
Healthy Kids, Healthy Schools works with California school districts to develop and implement outreach 
and enrollment strategies for state-sponsored children’s health insurance programs, Healthy Families 
and Medi-Cal, and other low-income programs. 

 
Around the District . . . 
AGOURA HILLS:  Congratulations to Born Learners 
School on 25 years of wonderful service to our area. 
As a 28-year public school teacher, I know personally 
how important it is to get children ready to learn.  Born 
Learners key to success has been their creative 
“whole child” approach emphasizing personal 
development and potential, and doing so in a safe, 
fun, and nurturing environment.    
 

OXNARD: Again this year, I enjoyed joining the 
Oxnard Holiday Parade.  I rode with a friendly Oxnard 
Firefighter in one of their trucks, which was great fun.  
The streets were lined with residents, cheering their 
favorite entries.     
 

PACIFIC PALISADES:  Pacific Palisadians Bill Bruns 
and Carol Hurley were honored this year for their 
outstanding community service by the Pacific Palisades Community Council.   Bill was chosen for his long-
standing involvement in local youth sports programs and his role as a leader in initiating and maintaining 
these strong programs for many years.  As a tireless advocate for senior citizens, Carol has been the voice 
of seniors in the community, not only in founding the local AARP chapter, but in bringing issues of 
importance to the community’s attention.  Both received commendations from Jenny Toder from my District 
Office and Monique Ford, representing City Councilwoman Cindy Miscikowski.     
 

PORT HUENEME:  As a legislative member of the Coastal Conservancy, I love seeing my district cities 
apply for available grant funds.  This month, the Conservancy awarded a grant to the City of Port Hueneme 
of up to $200,000 to implement the final phase of the Hueneme Beach Fishing Pier Restoration project.  
Almost 50 years old, and damaged by a series of winter storms over the past decade, the restored pier will 
once again be the great recreational and fishing pier that the original wharf, built in 1871, had been. 
 

WOODLAND HILLS: It was my pleasure to teach a combined class of forty third-graders at  Serrania 
Avenue Elementary School in Woodland Hills last month, in conjunction with their lessons on government.  
We talked about the duties of city, state and federal elected officials and two specific bill ideas --  going to 
school on Saturday, and making car seats mandatory until the age of eight.  After a thoughtful and pointed 
discussion of the pros and cons, the class voted “thumbs down” on both. 
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Call for Nominations for Prop. 50 Grant Applications 
The Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission (SMBRC) is currently soliciting public agencies and non-profit 
groups for capital improvement Pollution Control or Habitat Restoration projects.  This is voter-approved grant 
funding that will be distributed through a competitive application process.  It does not require matching funds, but 
it is encouraged that applicants secure matching funds in the form of cash, resource donations, or in-kind 
services.  For more information, visit the SMBRC website at www.santamonicabay.org.  Go to News in the right-
hand column, and click on the Prop. 50 grant program. 
 

Related:  Information on other coastal type grants can be found on the California Coastal Coalition’s website at 
www.calcoast.org.  Click on Grants.  Someone will receive these funds.  Why not your organization? 
 

Las Virgenes MWD and Triunfo Sanitation 
Receive National Award 
Congratulations to the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District and Triunfo Sanitation District on their receipt of the 
Sandor C. Csallany Institutional Award for Exemplary Contributions to Water Resources Management.  This 
prestigious national recognition by the American Water Resources Association honored the two Districts’ 
“demonstrated leadership in water resources management by achieving an unmatched level of eminence in 
preserving and protecting water quality in the Malibu Creek Watershed.” 
 

Coastal Art & Poetry Contest for Youth 
The California Coastal Commission invites California K-12 students to submit artwork or poetry with a coastal or 
marine theme to the annual Coastal Art & Poetry Contest.  Up to eight winners will be selected to win $100 gift 
certificates to an art supply or book store, and each winner’s sponsoring teacher will receive a $40 gift certificate 
for educational supplies.  Winners may have their work featured on Commission web pages and materials.  
Entries must be postmarked by January 31, 2005.  For rules and entry forms, go to www.coastforyou.org, e-
mail coast4u@coastal.ca.gov, or call (800) Coast-4U. 
 

Free Trees for DWP Customers 
The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power has given away 30,000 trees to 
its customers since launching its program in 2002.   This is a cost-effective 
program that can cut electricity demand through the use of shade, and also help 
improve air quality and beautify neighborhoods.  Up to seven five-gallon trees are 
available per customer,  with 50 varieties to choose from.  All DWP customers 
have to do is take a 20-minute Internet tree-care course, or a video and DVD are 
in development for those without Internet access.  For more information, visit their 
website at www.ladwp.com.  Click on the Green LA link.   

 

‘Tis the Season 
 CHP HOLIDAY TOY COLLECTION STILL UNDERWAY – The West Valley CHP is collecting toys for the 
holidays up until Wednesday, December 22nd.  Due to an unusually high demand this year, many worthy 
organizations are still waiting for their toys.   Collection points are at the Northridge Mall, near Sears by KB Toys; 
and at the CHP West Valley Office, 5825 De Soto Ave. in Woodland Hills.  Toys should be unwrapped. Thanks 
to Leland Tang, CHP Public Affairs & Information Officer, for coordinating this yearly drive. 
 

TIME TO VOLUNTEER?  Consider donating a few hours to a homeless program or food kitchen.  In Los 
Angeles, family groups make up 2/3 of the homeless population, caused by lack of affordable housing, salaries 
that are too low to pay for basic living expenses, or lack of access to services to help overcome personal 
challenges.  Veterans from the Iraq and Afghanistan wars are now showing up at homeless shelters.  December 
21 is “National Homeless Person’s Memorial Day.”  If you can help in some small way, you could make a large 
difference. 
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Finally, Enjoy the Holiday Season the 41st AD Way! 

• Browse Swarthmore, Antioch and Sunset Street shops then choose a fine 
                 restaurant in Pacific Palisades. 

• Rent a flat-bottomed boat or kayak in Channel Islands Harbor on a Sunday. 
                 Start the morning at their Farmers Market. 

• Take a walk in Upper Las  Virgenes Canyon Open Space Preserve (formerly Ahmanson Ranch.)   
                 Check out the 360 degree view at the mesa 

• Park in Topanga State Park, and hike Parker Mesa trail to ocean view at top. 
• Shop along Montana Street in Santa Monica 
• Tour the historic Adamson House in Malibu, and picnic at Malibu Lagoon 
• Go back in history at the Reyes Adobe in Agoura Hills 
• Bicycle around the lake in Westlake Village.  Have lunch at The Landing. 
• Have brunch in Old Town Calabasas.  Visit the hanging tree and Leonis Adobe. 

 

Wishing Everyone a 
Wonderful Holiday Season 
and a Happy New Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Offices will be closed beginning on Thursday, December 23 
and will reopen on Monday, January 3, 2005 



 
 
 
 

Assemblymember Pavley’s  
Committee Assignments 

 

Appropriations Committee 
Arts, Entertainment, Sports, Tourism, and Internet Media Committee 

Budget Committee 
Education Committee 

Transportation Committee 
Water, Parks and Wildlife Committee 

 

Select Committee on California Ports 
Select Committee on Coastal Protection 

Select Committee on the Future of California's Health 
Select Committee on National Defense, Technology and Jobs 

Select Committee on Sustainability 
Select Committee on Title IX 

 

Chair, Select Committee on Air and Water Quality 
Chair, Select Committee on Hydrogen and Other Alternative Fuels 

Chair, Budget Subcommittee #3 on Resources 
 

Legislative Advisory Committee – Wildlife Conservation Board 
Legislative Advisory Committee – California Coastal Conservancy 

Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOW TO REACH ME: 
 

District Office: 
6355 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Suite 205 

Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
Phones:  (818) 596-4141  (805) 644-4141  (310) 395-3414 

Fax:  (818) 596-4150 

Capitol Office: 
State Capitol 

P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0041 

Phone:  (916) 319-2041 
Fax:  (916) 319-2141 

 
E-mail:  assemblymember.pavley@assembly.ca.gov 

Or visit my website at www.assembly.ca.gov 
 

If you know of anyone who you think would like to receive these newsletters, please e-mail  
their name, mailing address and e-mail address, and I’ll be happy to add them to my list. 

 

 

 


